deer numbers would be down; what had
me concerned was the dearth of buck

business, because you can’t use a
second-buck license in any Upper

ldon't much like the one-buck rule mn
the U.P. I like to shoot a buck for the

Conseroancy protects northwest part of state Jrom develops

By Jim DuFresne

Grand Rapids Press News Service

.. ELLSWORTH — We missed the
"St. Clair Lake-Six Mile Lake Nat-
_ural Area cutoff the first time we
drove past it. And the second and
third time, as well.

.. It wasn’t until our fourth try,
crawling along the shoulder of E]-
-Isworth Road at 10 mph, that we
finally spotted the small sign, well
~off the road and half-hidden in
the brush.

The only amenity at this
147-acre preserve is a trail: a
wood chip path connected to a
boardwalk which ends at an ob-
servation deck.

But, the view there was incred-
ible.

Despite being in one of the fast-
est-growing regions of the state,
there wasn'’t a condominium, strip
mall or golf course in sight.

All we couid see from the deck
was a stretch of the Sinclair River,
flowing lazily through a marshy

- meadow, and a blue heron fishing
“along the edge of it”
. “We’re pulling this land from
under the axe of development,”
said JoAnn Beemon of Charle-
., voix, who is spearheading a local
effort to. purchase the entire
“shoreline of the river. “What it
comes down to: Anything not pro-
tected will be developed.”

Call them pocket preserves.
The St. Clair Lake-Six Mile Lake
Natural Area is just another small
step by the Grand Traverse Re-
gional Land Conservancy
(GTRLC) to slow the rapid devel-
opment of northwest Michigan.

Quietly and without ;
fare, the state’s news
vancy has become one
est-growing land trusts
It has protected more
acres and set up 16 r
serves since being or;
1991.

The acreage is spre
Benzie, Grand Traverse
and Antrim counties. ]
13 miles of shoreline,
stretches along Lake
and Grand Traverse
makes developers drool.

“The development (
west Michigan) is out o
trol,” said AnneMarie
communications coordi
GTRLC. “What we're try
is balance it a little. We
ple need these open s

‘they need (natural) plac
to.”

That’s what area resid
when Rotary Charities
verse City conducted a ¢
life survey in 1990. Accc
the survey, the biggest
was watching bulldozers
up the Northwoods only
placed by shopping cent
t-putt golf courses and
sions. ,

That - prompted the
chapter to pledge $300,
start-up costs for a new :
land conservancy.

Five'years later, GTRLC
full-time staff members wt
closely with landowners,
ships;. citizen groups anc
land conservancies to prot
ural slices of northwest Mit

The land is protected
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A quiet place: A visitor enjoys the view of the Sinclair River from an ‘
observation deck in the St. Clair Lake-Six Mile Lake Natural Area.

By Howard Meyerson
Grand Rapids Press Outdoors Editor

Waterproof socks keep the wet out

Huron chit

By Bob Gwizdz

snowshoeing or winter camp- 7
Grand Rapids Press News Service

ing, but I have worn them inside
waders both fishing and hunt-

able to eliminate all of the mois-
“ture you produce Sweating.
- under exertion. e



